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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 1-7 and 1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. In claim 1, the term "the L-shaped flanges" in line 10 lacks the proper antecedent basis. It 
appears that "L-shaped lugs" in line 5 should instead be "L-shaped flanges," 

b. In claims 4 and 1 1, the term "the countdown timer" in line 2 lacks the proper antecedent 

basis. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinaiy skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obUgation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
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invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
4. Claims 8, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Carr, 
US 2001/0036129 Al (hereinafter Carr) in view of Jordi, US 4,705,408 (hereinafter Jordi). 
a. Regarding claim 8: 

Carr teaches a timer for indicating when a beverage within a beverage container is no 
longer fresh comprising: a timer body (10, Fig. 2) containing electronic circuitry adapted to 
display a time remaining (23, Fig. 2) before the beverage is no longer fresh; and a strap (50, Fig. 
2) for attaching the timer to a container. 

Carr does not teach a clip comprising two timer clamps attached to one another and a 
central retainer, each clamp having a first end and a second end, wherein first end of the timer 
clamps are resiUently biased in a direction away from one another, wherein the second end of 
each of the timer clamps comprises an extension potion, a generally U-shaped clamping portion 
attached to the extension portion and an inwardly turned retainer portion attached to the 
clamping portion. 

Jordi teaches a watch mounted on a cUp, the clip comprising two clamps (5, 7, Fig. 1) 
attached to one another and a central retainer, each clamp having a first end and a second end, 
wherein first end of the timer clamps are resiliently biased in a direction away from one another 
(by spring 8, Fig. 2), wherein the second end of each of the timer clamps comprises an extension 
potion, a generally U-shaped clamping portion attached to the extension portion and an inwardly 
turned retainer portion attached to the clamping portion (see end 6, Fig. 2). Jordi teaches that 
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such an arrangement can be mass-produced at relatively low cost (col. 1, 11. 42-43) and allows 
the watch to be attached to a variety of items (col. 1, 11. 43-45). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Carr to place the timer on a clip as taught in Jordi, because Jordi 
teaches that such an arrangement can be mass-produced at relatively low cost and allows the 
watch to be attached to a variety of items. 

b. Regarding claim 12, the combination of Carr and Jordi teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 8 above. Carr also teaches a buzzer for indicating when the 
timer has elapsed (24, Fig. 1). 

c. Regarding claim 13, the combination of Carr and Jordi teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 8 above. Carr also teaches a reset button (21, Fig. 2) for 
resetting the timer. 

5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Carr in view of 
Jordi as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Dorman et al, US 5,802,677 
(hereinafter Dorman), 

The combination of Carr and Jordi teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection 
of claim 8 above. 

The combination of Carr and Jordi does not teach wherein the clamping portion and the 
retainer portion are elongated with respect to a remaining portion of the timer clamps. 
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Dorman teaches a clip wherein the clamping portion and the retainer portion are 
elongated with respect to a remaining portion of the timer clamps (22, Fig. 2). The elongated 
clamping portions provide more area for graphics (col. 2, 1. 13). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify Carr wherein the clamping portion and the retainer portion 
are elongated with respect to a remaining portion of the timer clamps, because Dorman teaches 
that this provides more area for graphics, which a person having ordinary skill in the art would 
recognize as an advantage, because customers wishing to use the clip for advertising would have 
more room for ads. 

6. Claims 11 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Carr in 
view of Jordi as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of Weiner, US 6,545,592 
(hereinafter Weiner). 
a. Regarding claim 1 1 : 

The combination of Carr and Jordi teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection 
of claim 8 above. Carr does teach indicators for "OK," "USE," and "EXPIRED" (23, Fig. 2). 

The combination of Carr and Jordi does not teach a fu-st LED for indicating when the 
countdown timer is active and a second LED for indicating when the timer has elapsed. 

Weiner teaches a timer with an LED (56, Fig. 2) to alert when a time period expires. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to fiirther modify Carr to include a first LED for indicating when the 
countdown timer is active and a second LED for indicating when the timer has elapsed, because 
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a person having ordinary skill in the art would recognize that additional visual confirmation 
would be advantageous to users with hearing impairments, 
b. Regarding claim 14: 

The combination of Carr and Jordi teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the rejection 
of claim 8 above. Carr does teach means for modifying the countdown time of the timer (21, Fig. 
2). 

The combination of Carr and Jordi does not teach DIP switches for modifying the 
countdown time of the timer. 

Weiner teaches DIP switches for modifying the countdown time of the timer (Fig. 4). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify Carr to include DIP switches for modifying the countdown 
time of the timer as taught by Weiner, because a person having ordinary skill in the art would 
recognize that DIP switches are an advantageous way to easily set alarm time intervals that 
provide immediate visual confirmation of the time intervals without needed a secondary display 
device to display the time intervals. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1-7 are objected to, but would be allowable if the outstanding rejections are 
overcome. 

8. Claim 9 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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9. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
a. Regarding claims 1 and 9, the prior art of record does not teach or render obvious a timer 
having all of the structure and functionality as claimed, including a timer body with two L- 
shaped flanges, and a clip comprising a lug adapted to be attached to the L-shaped flanges of the 
timer body. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to appUcant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leo T. Hinze whose telephone number is (571) 272-2167. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Leo T. Hinze 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2854 
07 March 2006 
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